














Madison County Takes an Integrated
Approach to Controlling Mosquitoes

nvironmentalist and Vector Control Supervisor Cheryl

Clay of the Madison County Health Department,Vector
Control Division, undertakes the important mission of
educating citizens about how they can protect themselves
from mosquito-borne illnesses in the areas of Huntsville
that are located within the county.

Responsibilities include the following:

e Responding to complaints

e Surveying mosquito breeding sites

e Assessing the adult mosquito population

* Overseeing the citywide fogging operation
e Public education

“Vector Control takes an integrated pest management approach
for controlling mosquitoes in our area, where we try to focus
on breeding sites in order to minimize pesticide use,” Ms.
Clay said. Many breeding areas are in the yards of residents,
such as in bird baths, corrugated pipes, clogged gutters,
flower pot dishes, and in kids’ toys and pools. Basically,
mosquitoes can breed in anything that can hold a teaspoon
of stagnant water for more than a few days.
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To assess the adult mosquito population, a landing rate
count is tallied by standing in a swamp and counting
the number of mosquitoes that land in one minute.

“We strive to educate the public on removing stagnant water
to eliminate these problem areas,” she said. Additionally,
the division routinely surveys swamps for breeding and
treat them as needed. That is because mosquito control
is much more effective if breeding areas can be removed
or treated before the adult mosquitoes emerge.
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In Memoriam

Murlene Sides, former director of the Division of Long Term Care and director of Public Health Nursing from
1984-1987, passed away May 8. Mrs. Sides was also president of the Alabama State Nurses Association and the
first recipient of the Ira L. Myers Award for Excellence which recognizes an individual, group or organization that,
through excellence in their work, has made a significant impact on public health in Alabama. Colleagues noted that
Mrs. Sides was a major force in developing and implementing standards of care for Alabama'’s public health nurses.

Ruth Underwood passed away on May 20. Mrs. Underwood served the department for 26 years as a nutritionist and
administrator of Public Health Areas 7 and 9. Noting her life of dedicated service, Mrs. Underwood was a recipient
of the Guy M. Tate Award, the D.G. Gill Award, and the Ira L. Myers Award for Excellence presented by the Alabama
Public Health Association.

Calendar of Events

g g g

June 18 June 2§ July 10

Best Babies Zone: A Place-Based ADPH Statewide Staff Meeting,
Approach to Transforming 3-4 p.m.

9-10 a.m. Communities and Improving

Birth Outcomes Across the Life
Course, noon-1:30 p.m.

The Human Side of Disasters:
The People Behind the Faces,

For more information contact
Video Communications,
(334) 206-5618.

For more information contact
Elana Parker Merriweather,

(334) 206-7980 For more information contact

Video Communications
(334) 206-5618.
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July 16

Caring for Difficult Patients in
Home Care, Paraprofessional

Program, 2-4 p.m.

For more information
contact Becky Leavins,
(BREIPALERTTVA
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July 23

It’s All About Documentation,
Home Health Professional
Program, 2-4 p.m.

For more information contact

Shirley Offutt, (334) 206-2481.
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July 29

Disasters and Children - EMS
Disaster Grand Rounds.

For more information contact
Katherine Hert, (334) 206-5383
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