
a doctor
a lawyer
a CEO

When I grow up 
I want to be...

I WON’T LET HPV STOP ME!
The HPV Vaccine is a cancer prevention vaccine. Boys, girls, and young adults should receive 
the vaccine to defend against several different strains of cancers. The Advisory Committee 

on Immunization Practices recommends the vaccine begin at 11 to 12 years of age.

Don’t let HPV keep you from reaching your goals. 
For more information, visit alabamapublichealth.gov/immunization 

or facebook.com/AlabamaImmunizationInfo
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Myth 1: The vaccine 
is not safe.

truth: 
Years of research has proven that the HPV vaccine is safe. 
More than 80 million doses of the HPV vaccine have been 

given in the U.S. with no serious problems.

Myth 2: The HPV vaccine 
causes bad side effects.

truth: 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration  (FDA) and the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have found no 
proof that the HPV vaccine causes bad side effects. All 

vaccines may cause some side effects such as slight pain, 
redness, and/or swelling where the shot was given.

Myth 3: The HPV vaccine 
is only for GIRLS.

truth: 
Both young females and males can be infected with HPV. 

The vaccine is strongly recommended for both girls and boys 
to help protect against HPV-linked cancers.
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